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Reporting guidance 
What is… 
 
 
What if… 
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Think about the best 
research report you 
have ever read… 
What was the main reason you liked it? 
What is… 
• State of the art 
• Reporting guidance for qualitative 
research 
• A critical note 
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State of the art 
• What? 
o Commonly known as checklists for researchers, 
outlining a particular set of criteria that needs to be 
addressed. 
 
• Why? 
o It enhances transparancy of research. 
o It enables readers to critically appraise qualitative 
studies. 
o It brings consistency between research reports. 
 
State of the art 
BASIS QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH 
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State of the art 
META RESEARCH 
State of the art 
BASIC QUALITATIVE RESEARCH 
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Reporting guidance: worked example 
Reporting guidance 
Title and abstract 
• Identify study topic and study design or approach, as well 
as the data collection technique 
• Summary of key elements of a study using background, 
purpose, methods, results, conclusions  
o For more theoretically inspired papers: sketch the 
problem statement and the arguments you will be using 
to discuss the problem. 
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In this article, we explore a new way of philosophizing and theorizing about 
education. Drawing on the popular depiction of teachers as 'angels' who 
'save' children, we turn to three portrayals or figures of angels in art history 
(as depicted by Dürer, Klee, and Hogarth) in order to figure something out 
about what it means to be an angelic teacher. As such, our work connects to 
two recent developments: the pictorial and the ontological turns in education. 
At the same time we add new insights to these approaches. The angels we 
discuss are not typically 'good' angels that save humanity, but rather ‘bad’ 
angels that are oddly inoperative… we portray the teacher as one who 
interrupts the linear and teleological time of education and enjoys passions 
which are not sanctified by the state or the purported expert.  What emerges 
is a notion of the teacher as a fallen angel who finds new freedom in an 
inoperative and profane life (Vlieghe, 2015). 
 
Reporting guidance 
• Introduction 
o Problem formulation 
• Describe the problem, stress the significance of the research, 
where necessary review relevant theory and empirical work, 
create a problem statement 
o Purpose and research question 
• Describe the purpose and specific objectives or questions. 
 The main objective of this study is to gain an understanding of the 
 academic and socio-cultural adjustment processes of Asian 
 international students, building on their lived experience.  
 The main research question is: How do Asian students 
 experience student life in Flanders?  What aspects do they 
 consider challenging in trying to academically acclimate in a 
 foreign environment? 
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• Asian international students may experience a great deal of 
unfamiliarity in almost every aspect of their life in Western countries 
because of the differences in language, culture and educational 
systems. CONTENT 
• There is conflicting evidence on the relationship between academic, 
socio-cultural and psychological adjustment and it should be further 
researched.  UNCERTAINTY 
• Psychological adjustment of Asian international students has been the 
dominant focus in previously conducted studies. Therefore, in this 
study the focus will be on academic and socio-cultural adjustment.  
CONTENT 
• Studies using an in-depth explorative study design are scarce, which is 
why we opt for a qualitative, exploratory research project. DESIGN 
• There is a lack of research exploring the adjustment processes of 
Asian international students in Europe. GAP SPOTTING 
• The findings on Asian international students’ overseas experiences 
have been almost exclusively generated within English-speaking 
nations. TRANSFERABILITY 
Reporting guidance 
 
• Methods: 
o Approach and paradigm:  
• Define approach (ethnography, grounded theory, case study, 
phenomenology, discourse analysis, narrative research, arts-
based research, action research, photovoice…) 
• Define paradigm (postpositivist, constructivist, interpretivist, 
critical-emancipatory,…) 
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The researcher’s worldview 
Narrative 
research 
Critical 
Theory 
 
Ethnography 
Discourse 
analysis 
Grounded 
theory 
Thematic 
analysis 
Descriptive 
analysis 
Refinement 
of existing 
theory 
Pathway 
analysis 
Subjective 
idealism 
Subjective 
idealism 
Objective 
idealism 
Objective 
idealism 
Critical 
realism 
Critical 
realism 
Critical 
realism 
Scientific 
realism 
                                                               Based on Barnett-Page and Thomas, 2009 
Idealist                                                                       Realist 
There is no shared 
reality independent 
of multiple 
alternative human 
constructions 
There is a world 
of collectively 
shared 
understandings: 
Qualitative Science Qualitative Inquiry 
Knowledge of reality 
is mediated by our 
perceptions and 
beliefs 
It is possible for 
knowledge to 
approximate 
closely an 
external reality 
 
A visual research methodology was used and a critical social 
science paradigm was adopted to conduct the study.  It was 
our intention, not only to reveal the experiences of Asian 
students, but also to increase the participant’s consciousness 
of the challenges and opportunities of studying abroad, 
through involving them in the data collection phase of the 
project (Neuman, 2010).  This provided the researchers with 
an opportunity to look at the challenges of adjustment 
processes ‘through the eyes’ of the participants. The insights 
of the study were then used to suggest potential strategies to 
improve their situation, both for university faculty and policy 
makers, particularly those from the international office.  
EXPLAIN HOW YOU USE THE PARADIGM IN THE 
CONTEXT OF YOUR STUDY  JUSTIFY YOUR CHOICE 
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Reporting guidance 
• Methods: 
o Researcher characteristics/reflexivity:  
• Write what may influence the research: personal attributes, 
qualifications, experience, relationship with participants, 
assumptions, … 
• Write about the interaction between personal characteristics and 
research questions, approach, methods, results, … 
 
The lead researcher was a female, chinese, international student 
completing a masters in educational sciences in the faculty of psychology 
and educational sciences, KU leuven.  The second researcher was a 
female, assistant professor, supervising the student, teaching and 
conducting research on qualitative methods within the field of adult 
education and social-cultural pedagogics, both to native and international 
students.  The interest for the research topic arose from the many 
conversations with foreign students on topics not related to the core 
content or structure of the course, but rather on particular challenges they 
encountered while studying at the university. 
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Reporting guidance 
• Methods 
o Context:  
• Write about the setting and contextual factors (and justify) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• International students constitute 9% of total enrolments in Belgium  
(it ranks 6th worldwide) 
• Most studies have been conducted in native English speaking 
countries. 
• The educational system differs from other countries. 
 
 
 
 
 
Reporting guidance 
• Methods: 
o Sampling: 
• Write about how and why research participants, documents, or 
events were selected, add criteria for deciding when no further 
sampling is necessary (e.g. sampling saturation)  
• Write about the units of study: number and relevant 
characteristics of participants, documents or events included, 
level of participation  (e.g. in participatory research designs). 
 
• Originally, seven Asian, international students were 
selected from the existing social networks from the 
authors, using convenience sampling. Participation was 
based on a voluntary basis.  
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• Extreme case 
• Intense case 
• Maximum variation sample 
• Homogeneous sample 
• Typical case 
• Stratified sample 
• Critical case 
• Snowbal sample 
• Criteria-based sample 
• Theoretical sample 
• Confirming/disconfirming case 
• Opportunistic sample 
• Random sample 
• Political case 
• Convenience sample 
• Combined sample 
 
 
 
 
Participants were expected to use their own camera devices 
to take photos. Five out of seven participants sent photos, 
attended the information session and the focus group 
sessions. Two participants, one from China and one from the 
Philippines only took pictures but did not attend any of the 
meetings. The photos from these participants were not 
considered valid and were omitted from the analysis.  
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Reporting guidance 
• Methods: 
o Ethical issues 
• Write about approval by an appropriate ethics review board 
where possible or alternatively, how you have dealed with ethics 
and participant informed consent in general, add information on 
data security, protection of privacy, confidentiality issues etc (if 
not in the ethics part, then in the data-analysis part).  
• Ethical rules may vary depending on the sort of design and 
techniques used, but a number of professional organisations 
have posted guidance on ethical issues for you to draw from. 
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We are fully aware of the fact that even though the subjects in a picture 
agree to have the picture taken, they might be unaware of the 
consequences of the usage of the photos (Wiles et al., 2008, p. 19, as cited 
in Rose, 2007). This may bring potential harm to the subjects after the 
photos are disseminated. The problematic situations discussed with the 
participants included: taking pictures of identifiable persons without getting 
consent, photographing places or environments that might reveal a 
person’s identity, and shooting sensitive or private issues that may cause 
shame or embarrassment. In an attempt to control the potential harmful 
effects, several suggestions were put forward: including the ‘no faces 
unless you have a consent’ rule of thumb, ‘anonymizing’ places, avoiding 
taking photos of private and sensitive issues, using parts of bodies and 
backs, shooting in the distance as an alternative to photographing faces 
and, adopting symbols or metaphors to express ideas.  
Ethical briefings may have an impact on the 
behaviour of participants and the findings retrieved! 
REFLEXIVITY 
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Ethical briefings may have an impact on the behaviour 
of participants and the findings retrieved! 
REFLEXIVITY 
CROSS-
Referencing 
Reporting guidance 
• Methods: 
o Data collection methods 
• Write about types of data collected, details of collection 
procedures, start and stop dates, iterative processes of 
collection, triangulation of methods, modification of procedures in 
response to evolving findings. 
o Data collection instruments & technologies 
• Write about questions included in your interview or focus group 
guide, the use of (recording) devices, if/how instruments change 
during the project. 
The lead questions were: “Why did you take this photo?”, “What is the message 
you want to convey with this photo?” and “How does this photo related to other 
photos?” Based on participants’ understanding of the pictures and content 
analysis of the transcript, we re-clustered the photos in order to better align with 
the ideas put forward by the participants during the focus group discussion. 
 
9/09/2015 
15 
Reporting guidance - Collection:  
rules of thumb for observation 
• Tools used (how much 
structure?) 
• Position of the observer 
• Motivation, training 
researchers 
• Critical incidents reporting 
strategy 
• Quality control (logbook) 
• PLAN B! (not necessarily 
reported in the paper 
Reporting guidance - Collection:  
rules of thumb for interviews and focus groups 
Interview guide Were questions and prompts 
introduced by the interviewer? 
Repeat interviews How many, in which cases? 
Audio/visual recording Technical devices to record data? 
Field notes Were notes taken, during or after the 
interview?  Impressions & reflections 
added? 
Duration Fast type interviews, in-depth 
interviews, tele-interviews? 
Data saturation Reached?  Discussed? 
Quality control (as part of collection) Member checks, peer debriefing, 
follow-up interviews, other? 
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Reporting guidance 
• Methods: 
o Data processing 
• Write about processing prior, during and after the analysis, 
including transcription, data entry, data management and 
security, verification of data integrity, data coding, anonymization 
of participants, … 
o Data-analysis 
• Write about the process by which themes were identified and 
developed, label it correctly, include information on the 
researchers involved in data analysis, … 
Reporting guidelines 
 
 
The themes 
‘emerged’ from 
the data. 
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Reporting guidance 
• Methods: 
o Techniques to enhance trustworthiness 
• Write about what you do to increase credibility of findings, 
transferability of findings, dependability of findings, confirmability 
of findings 
 
  Qualitative Quantitative 
Truth Value Credibility Validity 
Applicability Transferability Generalizibility 
Consistency Dependability Reliability 
Neutrality Confirmability Objectivity 
Reporting guidance 
• Results and findings: 
o Synthesis and interpretation 
• Write about the main findings (descriptive accounts, 
interpretation, inferences, themes) and where applicable the 
development of theory or a model as well as the integration with 
prior research and theory. 
o Links to empirical data 
• Evidence (e.g. quotes, field notes, tekst excerpts, photographs) 
to substantiate analytical findings. 
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Cooking and eating with friends were regarded as important 
ways to form and keep relationships by many participants. 
Pictures were taken about events where participants invited 
friends to their home, or were invited by local friends for dinner.  
• Citation:  
I get to know a lot when I spend time in the common place in my 
building. I communicate with Belgian students; I ask them about how 
they do things; I also get to know how they communicate and how 
they behave towards each other. … Actually, although I really don’t 
like Belgian food, sometimes I still try to go to the student cafeteria 
to learn more about the Belgian culture, the way they use knives and 
forks, the way they eat. I mean I can understand part of their culture 
if I eat the food, if I follow the way they behave during the meals. 
(Participant 5, Vietnam) 
 
Reporting guidance 
• Discussion: 
o Integration with prior work, implications, transferability, 
and contributions to the field 
• Give a short summary of findings, explain how findings and 
conclusion connect to, support, elaborate on, or challenge 
conclusions of earlier scholarship, discusse the scope of 
application, identify the unique contribution to scholarship in your 
discipline or field 
o Limitations 
• Reflect on the trustworthiness and limitations that impact on the 
findings.  
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In line with previously conducted studies (Hendrickson et al., 2011), this 
study found that making contacts with host nationals was an important 
strategy for participants to learn local cultures and become adjusted. 
Heggins and Jackson (2003) previously stressed the fact that Asian 
international students felt a need to stay tuned to their social networks 
back home when they were abroad… 
Each individual is a “multicultural repertoire”, meaning that the 
communities we belong to and how we engage within them through 
“prentice-like learning of certain patterns of conducting everyday life” will 
shape our personal culture. In our study, we found evidence that particular 
aspects of a foreign culture induced such a reflection exercise (illustrated 
by example of fellow pushing a pram).   
Due to time restrictions related to the situated context 
(research conducted as a master thesis project), we could 
only involve the participants in the data collection phase and 
in the interpretation of the images. For future photo voice 
projects, we would recommend involving stakeholders in the 
process of developing the research questions, the validation 
of findings and strategy development (ibid., 2006, p. 854).  
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Reporting guidance 
• Other: 
o Conflicts of interest 
• If you haven’t covered this in your reflection on potential personal 
bias, write about your perceived or actual influence on the study 
conduct and conclusions and how you have managed these. 
o Funding 
• Write about sources of funding and other support, role of the 
funders in data collection and interpretation as well as reporting. 
Conflicts and bias 
The lead researcher was an Asian international student 
studying in Flanders. This may have facilitated the 
understanding of the participants’ feelings and the analysis of 
the data. However, this may also have brought some 
potential bias in the interpretation of the data, mainly because 
personal challenges in adjusting to the Flemish academic and 
socio-cultural environment may have prevented the 
researcher from being completely open to the experiences of 
fellow students.  
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Our attempt to control 
A ‘bracketing’ exercise on the meaning of the photos for the 
authors before the focus groups took place. This exercise 
proved to be valuable during the focus group discussions. For 
example, what was originally interpreted from the picture of 
the university’s online library was that it contained rich 
resources that were helpful for students. However, after 
extensive discussions, we learned that what the participant 
really wanted to convey as a message was a confusion in 
selecting the appropriate resources. 
A critical note 
We asked 18 qualitative research experts, 
via a delphi study 
 
 
 
 
o What are the arguments against or pro development of 
reporting guidance? 
o What may need to be considered in the further 
development of reporting guidance? 
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A critical note: Findings 
When would you use 
RGs? 
 
Never! 
N=1 
Always! 
N=47% 
Only in particular 
circumstances 
N=47% 
Not for designs (100% agreement) 
But for data collection techniques 
A critical note: Findings  
What form should be 
considered? 
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A critical note: Findings 
Advantages RG (>50% AG) 
• Transparancy of research (88% 
AG) & clarity (71% AG) 
replication (59% AG) 
• Improve rigour and assessment 
(80% AG) 
• Reduce misunderstanding & 
facilitate communication (76% AG) 
• Common understanding of the 
basic requirements of qualitative 
research (65% AG), clarify the 
core (59% AG) 
• Stimulate reflection (59% AG) and 
increase credibility of qualitative 
research (53% AG) 
 
 
Disadvantages RG (>50% 
AG) 
• Risk that they would 
become formal, minimum 
standards leading to 
correct but insufficient 
reporting styles (59% AG) 
• They may lead to more 
rigid thinking (53% AG) 
 
More homogeneous qualitative 
research… do we want it? 
A critical note - Discussion 
• Reporting guidance would be used, mainly because of 
their advantage to stimulate reflection and add to the 
transparancy and clarity of research, NOT to defend 
against criticisms. 
• Overall, experts resisted the idea of a fixed, extensive list 
of criteria.  Most of them lean towards a minimum set that 
can be used across different designs.   
• The variety is perceived as a strenght of qualitative 
research and reporting guidance should not be used by 
funders to impact on the freedom of choice. 
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A critical note - Discussion 
• Reporting guidance may serve as a teaching tool 
o Qualitative research has become fashionable and the 
interest of students has run ahead of faculty expertise. 
 RGs may unintentionally encourage supervisors with limited 
 expertise to refer their students to the criteria outlined in the 
 guidelines instead of giving them proper training! 
 
o This could lead to the false claim that good qualitative 
research is achieved, when ‘everything is in the report’.  
Equally, reviewers may judge an article as appropriate 
based on the fact that ‘all criteria have been fulfilled’. 
What if… 
Acts of ‘resistance’ or being 
progressive 
Trends: 
Researchers creatively adapt designs to fit their purpose 
Researchers want to mix features from different designs 
to try new things… 
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What is…                 What if… 
• What? 
o Checklists  
 
• Why? 
o It enhances transparancy 
of research. 
o It enables readers to 
critically appraise 
qualitative studies. 
o It brings consistency 
between research reports. 
 
• What? 
o Necessity of criteria 
(might stiffle creativity)? 
• Why? 
o Incisiveness 
 
o Social Significance 
 
o Evocation and 
illumination 
Dare  
to be progressive! 
 
HYBRID FORMS 
 
 
 
Seeing and showing images with 
narratives gives the researcher 
and readers more access, more 
senses to use, in coming to 
understand an experience. 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 3 Men taking care of their babies 
Source: photograph of Asian Participant 2 
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Dare  
to be progressive! 
SEQUENTIAL ART (Eisner 1990) 
–panelled pages of drawing and 
tekst. 
 
 
 
 
Seeing and showing images 
gives the researcher and readers 
more access, more senses to 
use, in coming to understand an 
experience. 
 
 
 
 
Source: Savin-Baden & Howell-Major 2013 
Dare 
to be progressive! 
 
Performative writing 
expands the notions of what 
constitutes disciplinary 
knowledge.  
 
For some, that is considered 
a problem. 
 
 
Source: Savin-Baden & Howell-Major 2013 
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Dare 
to be progressive! 
Scholarship could 
create the world it 
wants to examine, not 
as a list of 
abstractions or logical 
proofs but as a vibrant 
presence.  
 
What and how we 
write and 
communicate is part 
of who we are as a 
researcher. 
 
 
Thank you!  Questions? 
No question is more central to 
our identity as scholars than 
the question of what counts 
as scholarship.   
 
It is more important to 
provide a decent audit trail, 
than to adhere to reporting 
guidance.  
 
http://www.arts.kuleuven.be/ 
nqrl/About 
 
Karin.hannes@kuleuven.be 
 
 
